
Nickhill Bhakta, MD, MPH 
Assistant Member 
Regional Director, Sub-Saharan Africa Program 
Director, Disease Burden and Simulation Unit 
Departments of Global Pediatric Medicine, Epidemiology and Cancer Control, Oncology 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Faculty 
 
Nickhill Bhakta, MD, MPH is an assistant member in the Department of Global Pediatric Medicine at St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. A native of Chattanooga, Tennessee, Dr. Bhakta came to St. Jude in 
2013 as a clinical fellow in pediatric hematology/oncology. In 2016, he joined the faculty of St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital and currently leads several programs. As director of the Sub-Saharan Africa 
Region, Dr. Bhakta coordinates St. Jude Global capacity building efforts in the region. Additionally, as 
director of the Disease Burden and Simulation Unit, Dr. Bhakta has developed an epidemiology research 
program focusing on global disease burden, cancer survivorship, hospital-based cancer registration and 
health economics. 
 
Dr. Bhakta earned his bachelor’s degree with honors in history from Brown University, medical degree 
from the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and masters in public health from the Harvard 
School of Public Health.  


